
 

 

 

MARYLAND RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 5, 2019 
 
 

In attendance:  Dr. Debbie Chance, Carla Duls, President Ann Marie Downey, Charles 
Gable, Alicia Hardisky, Henrietta Lease, Fay Miller, Dr. Stephen Raucher, Harold Siskind, 
George Sparks, Bev Yurek, Executive Director Wanda Twigg, and Janet Williams. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the January 9, 2019, meeting were approved as 
written on a motion by Fay Miller, seconded by Alicia Hardisky.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Alicia Hardisky, Treasurer, provided a written report, dated May 31, 
2019. She reported that the budget figures are as expected at this time. The report was 
filed for audit. 
 
Office Update: Executive Director Wanda Ruffo Twigg reported on two items: 
• An Administrative Assistant was hired on June 4. Julia Williams, who has 

administrative assistant experience in real estate and legal offices, will be trained by 
Lonna Siskind. She will be offered computer training. 

• MRSPA received a letter from Rachel Christian, Donor Relations Specialist at the 
Maryland Food Bank, thanking MRSPA for the 598 pounds of food which will provide 
496 meals. 

 
Investment Account Update and Money Transfer for 2020: Richard Craft, Academy 
Financial, provided an update on MRSPA’s corporate and health trust investments. Dr. 
Stephen Raucher requested that the pre-approved amount of $50,000 be transferred from 
the Lincoln Financial account to the checking account to cover expenses for the rest of 
the fiscal year. This is necessitated by the alignment of the membership and fiscal years. 
The Finance Committee will meet before the August Board of Directors meeting 
 
Old Business: Wanda Twigg presented a report from the Legislative Committee 
providing a timeline on action taken on incentive/reimbursement for locals hosting 
legislators. The committee increased the reimbursement amounts from $75 to $100 for 
small locals; $100 to $150 for medium sized locals; and $150 to $200 for larger locals. 
Funds will be reimbursed up to the specified amounts pending submission of receipts. 
The language of this policy will be cleaned up and written as a procedure by the 
Legislative Committee. The information will be shared with the local presidents at their 
July meeting.  
 
New Business: The following items were discussed: 
• Ann Marie led a discussion on the positive and negative aspects of the Annual Meeting 

with suggestions being made for future events. Staff will take all suggestions into 
consideration when planning future meetings.  

• Ann Marie shared the documents formulated by the Community Service Committee 
for the Mini-Grant Program, an opportunity to support current teachers and increase 
MRSPA visibility in the schools. A concern was raised about the ability to itemize such 
contributions on tax returns. Suggestions were made about alternate ways to house 



 

 

and manage the contributions for the program. The program will be shared with the 
local presidents at their July meeting.  

• Ad Hoc Committee Chair Dr. Stephen Raucher presented his ideas for non-dues 
revenue sources. The concern of how this process might impact current MRSPA 
“exclusive” member benefit providers and our relationships with them was raised and 
discussed. Stephen will meet with Harold Siskind, Member Benefits Committee Chair, 
and President-Elect George Denny to prepare a report prior to the August Board of 
Directors meeting.  

• Wanda Twigg reported that MABE, the Maryland Association of Boards of Education, 
will hold their annual conference in Annapolis on October 3. Bev Yurek made a motion, 
that was seconded by Dr. Debbie Chance, that $300 from the PR committee budget 
be approved for an MRSPA table at the event. The motion passed. 

• Ann Marie announced leadership position appointments: 
• Area II South Director - Brenda Barnes, Prince George’s County 
• Bylaws Committee Chair - Jay Stevens, Allegany County 
• Member Benefits Committee Chair - Harold Siskind, St. Mary’s County 
• Public Relations Committee Chair - Anne Humphrey, Cecil County 

     Bev Yurek made a motion, which was seconded by Henrietta Lease, to approve the           
     leadership appointments. The motion passed.  
• Ann Marie presented two logos which have been drawn up to celebrate MRSPA’s 75th 

Anniversary. Dr. Debbie Chance moved that the logos be accepted as presented. 
Charlie Gable seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carla J. Duls 
Secretary 
 
 
  


